Electric Guitar Pick-Ups: What’s the Difference Anyway? 
Part 2

Types of Pick-Ups/The Varieties 

     Close your eyes for a minute and listen. See if you can hear your ultimate guitar sound. Is it a thick sound like Randy Rhodes or a thinner sound like in the blues. I believe guitarists innately have a great idea of what sound they are going for. Well, it starts with pick-up selection. Good amps and speakers are next. 

Pickups which sound do not have a specific signature sound  but are clear with clean settings will maintain their clarity at very high overdrive levels if rock is your game, while pickups with their own unique sound/signature models maintain a strong character at lower levels of overdrive, but lose some clarity at high levels.  

Be careful on the amount of overdrive you use. It can and will alter the natural sound your pickups are making 
Pick-Ups can’t be all things to all people

    I have spoken to many players about their experiences live in working with the “ultimate sound,” pick-ups and amps. Many have problems with the difference in sounds between the neck and bridge pickups. If you set your amplifier for you “ultimate sound,” on one pickup, it can make the other sound not as good, so you either accept it, or go with a compromise where both pickups sound reasonable. I suggested the later. Unless one sound is all you need of course. 
Here are some options for guitars with 2 pick-ups:

1. Use a single coil in the neck position and a humbucker in the bridge position. This will help in a smooth transition between lead and rhythm sounds (I use this all the time). This is a simple solution but very effective!

2.  Try to set it up in stereo. This is single out each pick-up and sound. This is a bit more difficult to do but worth it if done right. 
Try it a few ways and see which works for you. 

3. Companies are becoming more inventive than ever. 
Seymour Duncan will offer a neck/bridge set of pickups, where the bridge pickup has a few extra coil windings to give it a slightly hotter output and a little more middle. This will more evenly match the tone of the neck pickup. 
See what other companies are offering as well
      The key is to find a number of colors your guitar can make with great pick-ups, amps and speakers. You won’t find your “ultimate sound,” overnight. Have fun finding it with experimentation and education.  

