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The Limit mixes
'70s and '90s rock
at Drifters in Nashua

By Seth Hoy
shoy@hippopress.com

You’d have to be a pretty big badass to be rockin’
leather pants and a pimped-out fur coat—either that,
or an all-male version of the 80’s cartoon band Jem
ind the Holograms.

Luckily for The Limit, a three-piece rock vand
out of Connecticut; they’re the former. The leather
pants make lead guitarish Mark Daniel feel “like a
rocker.” The Limit will appear at Drifters on Factory
Street in Nashua on Sawrday, Dec. 11,

But it’s not all hair-rock and ostentation that drive
The Limit from concert to concert, state to state and
album to album. Any VH1 special can tell you that
it's mot aff about the music, fast cars and fast
women,; it’s also about the fans.

“We love the music, the bands and the fans too,”
Daniel said. *1 was once in a music store and some
guy told me he just bought our album. | was flat-
tered. I see a sticker on someone’s car and | feel like
asking them to go to a bar so [ can buy them a
drink. The fans don’t know how much it means to
us. | can't even put into words.”

Starting off small

The Limit was formed in 2000 when drummer
Bob Chmiel, bassist Todd Grosberg and
guitarist/vocalist Mark Daniel wanted to start a rock
band. Like most new bands, they started off small,
playing the local bar circuit around Connecticut
until they found the right venue for their music.

The Limit signed to the Horizon Music Group
label (HMG) a month before their first self-titled
album, The Limit, was released in 2003 and they've
now played nearly 200 venues across the United States.
They've shared the stage with such greats as Fuel, Tantric,
Crossfade, Living Colour, Steve Vai, members of Pearl
Jam and Blind Melon.

Daniel, who attended Berklee College of Music in
Boston, has been playing the guitar ever since he can
remember. As a child, he was inspired by Eddie Van
Halen's guitar solos.

“Van Halen changed my life when [ was 15,” Daniel
said. “I've never heard someone play guitar like that—
ever.”

. With influences such as Led Zepplin, Pearl Jam and
Van Halen, The Limit's music is lined with rock-tastic
guitar solos and heavy lyrics. But The Limit takes more
than just musical content, style and presence away from
these bands. They take something that you can't put on
paper—soul.

“The most important ingredient we pull from them is
soul,” Daniel said. “It’s something that we can't describe,
it moves your soul and it’s all about how you communi-
calé it to make it your own. We take the energy in their
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collide

The Limit's Mark Daniel makes the most of the wide open spaces.

songs and make it our own, The most important thing is
capturing the essense, the spirit. We're not so much taking
their style or musical genre. When I play the guitar and
sing, | study the way Van Halen plays, not the way he
sounds because, you know, there’s only one Eddie. It's
Eddie, man!™

Seven glasses of wine

Described as “straight-up '70s meets early "90s rock,”
The Limit’s music has classic rock appeal but with way,
better lyrics. When writing a song, The Limit has a policy
of not hampering each other’s style by spotlighting one
member. Bob Chmiel’s drumming comes through just as
evenly as Grosberg’s bass and Daniel’s guitar—uniting
them as a band instead of a one-man show,

Daniel writes most the lyrics, which spill out of his life
experiences.

“The lyrics comes from so many diflerent directions,”
Daniel said. “Sometimes a song will come to me at three
in the morning after seven glasses of wine. It touches you
at the right time and you have to write about it then.

*A lot of the songs are based on my emotional experi-
ences. Like with any of us, when something happens in
your life that you don’t understand, you absorb it and
communicate it atlerwards.”

Even though The Limit is on a small record
label and sponsored by Jagermeister, they manage
their own finances, bookings and album produc-
tion. Controlling their own finances allows the
freedom 10 explore and experiment with the mar-
ket.

When The Limit went to Ozzfest last summer to
promote their new album, they were afraid they
were talking 1o the wrong crowd, the non-rock
crowd.

“I know it sounds counterintuitive 1o say,”
Daniel said, “*but 1 wish there were more bands tha
sound like us, When we first started wouring three
years ago, we were playing with bands that sound-
ed like Blink 182 and Limp Bizkit. We didn"t
sound like that and we would get a look from peo-
ple in the audience like we had an arm growing out
of our heads.”

But the more they played, the more people lis-
tened, The Limit eventually found themselves
playing in places like CBGB's in New Yok, The
Mars Theater in Wilmington, N.C. and other stages
across “'ll.' couniry.

Simplify, simplify

The Limit is currently working on an extended
EP of their first album 1o be released in February
2005. They’re musically simplifying some of the
songs for a more direct effect as well as adding in
some new material.

“It sounds a bit different than what we have on
the original CD,"” Daniel said. “It’s more stripped
down than what we’ve been doing. Its strippped
down to the groove, down to the basic song so we
can't overplay them. We just want to let the groove
play out.”

If you don't normally dig the rock scene, you
may be pleasantly surprised afier listening to The
Limit when they play at Drifler’s. The combination
of the rock attitude coupled with long hair and

sweal makes for quite a convincing performance—as
powerful as it can get without biting the head off a
but.

“We make it posi-
tive as possible,”
Daniel said. “I’s a
good time. We're not
working if we're not

Who?
Bob Chmiel - drums
Mark Daniel - vocal, guitar
Todd Grosberg - bass

sweating. Expect a What?
high energy power A three-piece
rock show."” rock powerhouse
. For |r_:_|l.)re [n?tu;mu- Where?
-mn-on he Limit, Club Drifters
check out their Web 33 Factory St.
site at www.thelimit- Nashua
music.com or browse
for their music at When?
o Saturday, Dec. 11
WWW,Amdzon.com,
FYE, Newbury Why?

Comics, Swrawberries
or Barnes & Noble.

Why put a limit on your musical

boundaries?
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THE LIMIT combines 70’s and early 90’s rock

1. Fhe Things You Want

to create a sound all its own with songs that ” Pl

urge you to turn the volume up. Crashing beats, 3, Carry Me Away f;’
thunderous bass, screaming guitars and T i
emotive vocals, THE LIMIT explodes on to '
the national music scene with the E.P release ' 4

follow up to the Full length CD in stores

everywhere now.

Taking pages from Van Halen, Rush, Led
Zeppelin and Pearl Jam THE LIMIT is writing
its own chapter in rock. Pure rock, this is the
return of the power rock trio.

On Tour Now and on Radio 2005 b In
Stores Nation-
Tour sponsored by Jagermeister m WI::HTA%W
Recordings
(HMG1108)

“Winning audiences where they go, the only way to truly
understand their atomic rock sound is to hear then yourself.”
Wes Soriano for The Aquarian, New York, NY

“THE LIMIT has been making a name for themselves as a return to plain and
simple rock...Giving audiences something they have been looking for.”

Dewitt Brinson for ENCORE Magazine, Wilmington, NC Specials on FYE
in your
Market

“They’re the new sound of alternative music.”
Lindsey Keen for NowOnTour.com

“Enough momentum to rock your world. THE LIMIT’s dedication to
the stage allows them to win over diverse audiences.”

THE LIMIT ;
Leslie Benson for The Guardian, Dayton, OH

Mark Chmiel
ph. 203-878-7368

mdlimit@hotmail.com =
www.TheLimitMusic.com “THE LIMIT captures the spirit of rock.”

HMG Recordm gs Creative Loafing, Atlanta, GA
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By Zacu HANNER
For The Sun News

emember what a rock star

used to look like? No Prada.

No Burberry. No bling-bling.

Just some leather pants and

wild hair and a voice seasoned
with cigarettes and hard liquor.

The members of The Limit — who
perform tonight at the Brickhouse

.Lounge — remember the era when
rock ruled, and it shows in the way they
carry themselves, it's in their sound,
and it informs their attitude. .

The New Haven, Conn., trio signed
to independent label HMG Recordings
a little more than a year ago, and its
self-titled debut disc was released in

Determined to make rock 'n' roll a
lifestyle and career, the band set about
learning the business aspect of the

music world.

“Before we were even signed, we had
set up our own chain of distribution,”
said lead singer and guitarist Mark
Daniel.

The Limit hit the road and hit it hard.
““We've been touring constantly for the
last few years,” Daniel said. “We did
over 200 dates last year.”

Part of what brings new fans to The
Limit"s music and what keeps this band
on the road is its wide-open, classic
rock-inspired sound. Tempered with a
few contemporary touches, The Limit
evokes classic rock from the 1970s, full
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Courtesy photo
Leather pants and wild hair — The Limit brings its old-school rock to The Brickhouse Lounge.

The Limit,
with Once
Broken and

Prasad
When | 8 pm.
today
Where | The
Brickhouse Lounge,
SI0US.17S,
Surfside Beach
How much | Free
for ages 21 and
older, and $5 ages
younger than 21
'839-2000







By LEE WARD
The Independent 3
* ASHLAND From the sueﬁf}f
The Limit has seen, it’s about
time for the power trio to
new limits. ;

The New Haven, Coni.
based band, which will per-
form Saturday at the Mon
Bar in Huntington, has
ready built 2 promising ca

self-booked gigs and
their self-produced CD
ing that time.
The group, COnsis
Mark Daniel, guitarist
cals, Bob Chmiel,
and Todd Grosberg on
also won a coveted honor: The
Limit was named The Na- |
tion’s Top Unsigned B
the national committ

Midwest Music and ter-
tainment Conference. They

also proud of the fact that
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tion. The grou » has opened

for Living Colour, Unified “We played Huntington be- bers’ love of groups such as  The next obvious step is for

Theory, Steve Vai, Echo Tand fore and it was a Led  Zeppelin, The Limit to sign to a major

Hill Hannah. great time,” he said. we— pesssn Pearl Jamm, Van record label Meanwhile,
That doesn’t mean’ the “rhere was alotof © o ;I ~ Halen and Rush, Daniel said he and the rest of

work is done; it's just be un_ college  students ___;T!!qgimitml per ' making their the band are satisfied.

' The Limit began a fall tour and the college ra- f—'-’?’!_‘-.-a" the Man- sound a mix of . “Even on great dates, it's

Aug. 27 in its home of Few dio station gave us :_-_!ggx;fBar onThird  classic rock and tough sometimes” he said,

Haven,withdi%in-w wir. alotof support.” - Avenue in Hunt- early 1990 grunge. but all in all, he added: “We're

ginia, Ohio, Ke tliclf;%ud The Limit’s on Saturday.  “Our music de- happy and in a cool place.”
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Tennessee to follow. sound, Daniel said, ‘ pse :
‘Daniel said this wonlt be is “straight-ahead different areasand  LEE WARD can b reached at
their first stop in the area. rock and roll,” and has been it's basically pure ; power Lward or (606) 326-2661.

: s i influenced by the group meim- rock. Daniel said. " °

“We’re happy and in a cool place.”

Mark Daniel
/. The Limit



Approach the Limit

By Roger Straub
Special to Courier

In a musical world filled with
boy bands and singing Barbie dolls,
it's nice to see a group that has a
genuine thrust for hard rock and
how it should be played, as well as
performed. Connecticut-based
rockers The Limit is a power trio
poised to break into the big time.

With a nationally released
album already under its belt, self
titled The Limit; the band’s
popularity is quickly growing, not
only throughout Connecticut and
New England, but across the entire
country.

The group consists of three
talented musicians and songwriters.
- Front man/lead guitarist Mark
Daniel is a musical, as well as vocal
dynamo. Supporting him on bass
guitar is Todd Grosberg, and on
drums is Bob Chmiel.

Five years ago The Limit was not
much more than a thought.
Growing up in Milford and all
graduates of Foran High School,
each member of the band was
hoping to pursue a musical career.
Daniel and Chmiel are brothers, so
part of this musical puzzle was
already in place. Grosherg was a
high school friend, who played
bass, and occasionally would get
together with Daniel and Chmiel
and jam.

With their teen years behind
them, as well as high school, Daniel
went off to Boston to study at the
Berkeley College of Music. Upon
his return, Mark and brother Bob
began to set the foundation of a
band. Recalling their teen years

and the good times they had
playing with Grosberg, it was a
natural fit for this once garagefjam
band to begin to get serious.

In the world of rock & roll bands
there is basically a choice of two
paths to follow: to be an original
group or a cover band. After about
a year of rehearsals and learning
how to play as a unit, The Limit
emerged as one of the leading
original bands in Connecticut.

However, there were bigger fish
to fry, and the group was restless for
a larger fan base and territory. With
a relentless work ethic, The Limit
began to claw and scratch their way
across New England, often
appearing in somewhat undesirable
venues. With some taste of success
and 190 gigs behind them, they
played on, wrote new material, and
began pushing their rock
boundaries to the south and west.

As they say, “Persistence is the
key to success.”

Unknowingly to the band, at one
of the venues they played, there was
a music representative from
Jagermeister Music—yes, the same
Jagermeister as in the beverage
company.

Upon returning home from a
mini-tour through New England, a
message appeared on Daniel’s e-
mail: “Please contact us...we would
like to sponsor The Limit...
Jagermeister Music.”

With backing from a sponsor, the
group has garnered a broader fan
base, as well as national attention.
Currently The Limit is working on
their second release set for 2005. It
has broken through the FM radio
barriers and is getting airplay on
many radio formats nationally. The
band’s first release, The Limit, on
HMG records, is doing well
throughout the U.S. The recording
is a hard-hitting variety of cleverly
crafted music, including a few
potential hit-makers in “Real,”
“Don’t Look Back,” “Borderline,”
and “Mountain.” The CD is a throw
back to the ‘70s style of music, not a
lot of gimmicks and flash, but a
true and honest approach to the
group’s writing and performance
abilities. Acoustic guitar, as well as
nice back-up vocals, are also
notable in the mix.

“A good song will stand up as a

Members of The Limit: Mark Daniel, Todd Grosbert, and Bob Chmiel.

good song, no matter what the
format,” says Daniel.

The band is currently recording
new material, then off on tour. It is
planning a southern and Midwest leg
of performances, ending on the West
Coast for a video stop at MTV 2.

The Limit is a must-see concert
experience geared for the listening
audience. Of the many groups I've
reviewed and interviewed over the
past years, The Limit has true star
power. It is an asset to the hard
rock movement in America.

The Limit can be contacted at
www,TheLimitMusic.com. The
band will appear at Toad’s Place in
New Haven on Nou. 12.

Questions? Conunents? Suggestions
of performers to_be featured in
Noteworthy? Contact Roger Straub at
macomoodus@yahoo.com.




